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Down to earth, clever, and innovative, Dutch designer Ineke Hans approaches
each of her projects as a new puzzle. Drawing on a mix of homespun hardware
(materials, technigues, functions, and innevation) and software (recognizability,
communication, poetry, and magic), she likes to focus on her preducts’ paycho-
logical roots, on perception and interaction, and on pictogram archetypes. The
outcome, a range of surprisingly simple, but equally effective solutions, tends
to be as intriguing as it is delightfal.

In stark contrast to the usual elegance or functionality we have come to
expect from everyday tableware, her pared down collection of chunky Black
Gold Medular Porcelain throws a spotlight on the themes of reproduction and
reduction. Based on just five basic shapes — three different tubes, a corner, and a
‘plunger’ — Hans uses this self-made ceramie LEGO set to create anything from
tulip vases and coffee pots to elaborate candlesticks and chandeliers. Casting the
objects in black porcelain enhances their stark graphic nature even further.
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